THE WILL
have been awarded the Grand Cross of the Order of Pleasure rather
than the greatest of philosophers." As we shall see, Nobel did
allot an endowment to the University, although he afterwards
changed his mind.
It is not known how far he went in completing a Will in 1889, but
as his Will of 1893 expressly " rescinds the provisions of any
previous Will/' we may infer that there were one or more previous
Wills although they have not been discovered. The oldest that
has been preserved was made in Paris; it is dated the I4th March,
1893, and witnessed by Thorsten and Per Nordenfelt, C. Stein
Nielsen and Sigurd Ehrenborg. This Will specifies no definite
amounts, but it opens by leaving certain percentages of his property
to individual persons. These persons, friends and relations, are fairly
numerous, amounting to twenty-two. Altogether 20 per cent of Ms
property was allotted to them. In addition he allotted certain per-
centages to the following societies and institutions: The Swedish Club
inParis; the Austrian Society of the Friends of Peace at Vienna, "to
be expended on the promotion of pacific ideas " ; the Stockholm
University "to be expended as the governing body may deem
most suitable " ; the Stockholm Hospital " to be expended as the
governing body of the Karolinska Institute shall determine." He
also endowed the Karolinska Institute itself with a sum " out of
which a fund shall be formed, the interest on which shall be devoted
every third year, in accordance with the decision of the governing
body, as a prize for the most important and original discovery or
invention in the field of physiology or medicine." Seventeen per
cent of his property was earmarked by Nobel for these bodies.
The Will continues as follows : " I leave the whole residue of jny
estate to the Academy of Sciences at Stockholm for the purpose of
fonning a fund, the interest on which shall be distributed by the
Academy each year as a reward for the most important and
original discoveries or intellectual achievements in the wide field of
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